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Society: History News

History News
I n Memoriam

Samuel Proctor
(1919-2005)
Regretfully, I share news of the death of Samuel Proctor, professor emeritus at the University of Florida and editor emeritus of
the M d a Historical QuarterZy. Born in 1919 in Jacksonville, he
attended the University of Florida in the 1930s, graduating with a
B.A. in 1941, He received his M.A. in 1942 with a thesis on Florida
Governor Napolean Bonaparte Broward. After serving in World
War 11, Proctor returned to the University of Florida where he
began a teaching career that spanned over fifty years. In 1958, he
completed his doctoral degree with a dissertation on the history of
the university.
During his teaching career, he held the titles of distinguished
service professor emeritus of history, Julian C. Yonge professor of
Florida history emeritus, curator of history emeritus at the Florida
Museum of Natural History, director emeritus for the Center for
Florida Studies, and director emeritus of the Oral History
Program. He initiated the university archives and served as the
university's historian. He co-founded the university's Center for
Latin American Studies, the Center for the Study of Southeastern
Indians, the Center for Jewish Studies, and helped to found the
Southern Jewish Historical Society. In recognition of his commitment to teaching, the Samuel Proctor Endowment was established
in his honor for graduate students.
For decades, Proctor was a foremost scholar of Florida history.
He edited the Florida Historical Quarter4 for more than thirty years.
"Who among us who raise pens or touch keyboards in service to
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Florida history has not known his guidance, his encouragement,
his persuasion, perhaps even his goading?" recalled Michael
Gannon, distinguished service professor emeritus of history at the
University of Florida.' Proctor published over eighty articles and
essays, and dozens of books, including Napoleon Bonaparte Broward:
E?oridakFighting Democrat (1950). He was a pioneer in the field of
oral history as well, establishing the oral history program at the
University of Florida in 1967. He conducted more than 3,300
interviews with a cross-section of Floridians from Seminole Indians
to senators.
Among Proctor's many honors was his inclusion among the
"fifty most important Floridians of the twentieth century" by The
(Lakeland) Ledger, his receiving the Florida Historical Society's
Lifetime Achievement Award, and the naming of the Florida
Historical Society's Samuel Proctor Oral History Prize for the best
work on or in Florida oral history.2
Farewell
This is my final issue as editor of the Flmida Histmica1 Quarterly.
Over the past six years, it has been an honor to serve the membership of the Florida Historical Society and the citizens of Florida in
this capacity. The state's peoples and their histories are incredibly
diverse, and I hope that I have contributed to a greater understanding of their stories. In the final issue of each volume, I have
thanked individuals who aided me each year in creating the work
of the FHQ. I wholeheartedly thank them again. I also thank Ed
Kallina, Dick Crepeau, Josi Fernandez, Kathy Siedel, and the
Department of History at the University of Central Florida: its commitment to Florida's historical scholarship is evidenced through its
financial and intellectual support of the editor and the FHQ.
Finally, I thank Nick Wynne and the Board of Directors at the
Florida Historical Society for their support and the latitude granted me as editor.

1.
2.

Quoted in Bob Arndorfer, "'Dean of state history' dies at Gainesville home,"
The
(Gainesville) Sun, http://www.gainesville.com/apps/pbcs.dll/
article?AID=/20050711/LOCAL/207110320/1078/news.
"Top 50 Most Important Floridians of the 20th Century,"
http://www.theledger.com/static/top50.
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Introduction
Before I depart as editor, I would like to introduce Connie L.
Lester, who has accepted a joint position as editor of the M d a
Historical Quarterly and assistant professor in the Department of
History at the University of Central Florida. Previously, Dr. Lester
taught at Mississippi State University and Middle Tennessee State
University. She has been active in both the Mississippi and
Tennessee Historical Societies,having served as book review editor
for the Journal of MississiHi Histmy and as associate editor for the
Tennessee Encyclopedia of Histmy and Culture. Her book, UpFmm the
Mudsilk of HeU: The Famners' Alliance, Populism, and Progressive
Agriculture in Tennessee, 1870-1915, is forthcoming from the
University of Georgia Press. A native Tennessean, she has two
adult children and two very shy cats.
CaU for Contributors
Irvin D.S. Winsboro is seeking contributors to a book tentatively titled OM South or Neu South: M d a in the Civil Rights Era,
now under consideration by the University of Florida Press. The
intellectual parameters of this book encompass most approaches
to and variations on the issue and, in the process, add fresh insight
into a critical aspect of Florida's history. For more information,
contact Irvin D.S. Winsboro, Professor of History, AfricanAmerican Studies, and Southwest Florida Studies, Florida Gulf
Coast University, Fort Myers, l?L 33965-6565; or contact Prof.
Winsboro at (239) 590-7176 or iwinsborQfgcu.edu.
Erratum
Our apologies to Jim Schnur, assistant university librarian at
the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library, University of South Florida
at St. Petersburg, whose last name was misspelled in Dan Bertwell's
article on the Johns Committee.
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